
Collection Guide

Ford GT
Build your own

A legend of the competition



One of the  
great legends  
of endurance racing
Discover all the secrets of the Ford GT racing car  
— the prototype that beat Ferrari at Le Mans.

A select group of engineers, 
some in the US and others in 
the UK — among them Carroll 
Shelby, Ford’s partner in creating 
the famous Cobra — developed 
the competition GT. They started 
with a robust steel monocoque 
chassis, and a powerful 4.7-liter 
V8 engine, similar to the one 
the Ford Galaxie used in the US 
NASCAR series.

After a complex development 
phase, the car debuted at the 

1964 24 Hours of Le Mans, 
albeit unsuccessfully. After a 
series of improvements that 
could not prevent a fresh defeat 
for the team in 1965, in 1966, 
the GT managed to win the 
classic French race for the first 
time.

This victory was followed by 
three more: in 1967, with a 
spectacular, long-bodied MKIV 
carrying a seven-liter engine,  

and in 1968 and 1969, 
again with the original 
body, and a 4.9-liter 
engine. In addition 
to a successful 
racing car, the 
Ford GT was 
also an exclusive 
supercar produced 
in limited series. 
The road version of 
the GT was virtually 
identical to the 
racing model.

In 2004 and 2016, 
two new generations 
of high-performance Ford 
vehicles were based on it. They 
followed in the original model’s 
footsteps, both on road and on 
the racetracks.

In 2016, the GT’s current version 
returned to Le Mans where it 
achieved victory in its category.

The first Ford GT in its 
definitive version.

Born to win, the Ford GT is a true 
legend of 1970s motorsport. Not for 
nothing was it a four-time winner of 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans from 1966 
to 1969.

This two-seater with a mid-mounted 
V8 engine was created after a slap 
in the face: Enzo Ferrari’s decision to 
break off negotiations with Ford to 
sell the iconic Italian brand to the US 
multinational. After Ferrari’s rebuff, 
Henry Ford II, son of the US firm’s 
founder, vowed to create a car that 
would beat the Italians in the most 
prestigious endurance race of the 
time: the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

Now you can build  
a faithful replica of the  

Ford GT, assembling this 
icon of speed on track  

step by step.



Made of metal and injected 
plastic, this scale model is a faithful 
reproduction of the Ford GT. It 
was one of the most successful 
prototypes in motor racing, with 
four spectacular victories between 
1966 and 1969, in the most 
legendary race of them all:  
the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

Each installment gives you clear, 
accurate instructions, containing 
step-by-step assembly photographs 
that will help you build your Ford GT 
model with spectacular success.

Realistic mechanics
The suspension system faithfully 
reproduces the original mechanical 
concept.

Steering wheel with movement
The complete steering mechanism 
allows you to turn the front wheels 
using the steering wheel.

Interior details
All interior elements are reproduced, 
from the dashboard to the spare 
wheel

Functional accessories
Everything works as in the original 
real model, including opening 
doors and rear engine hood.

Realism and details
The rear reproduces the exhaust 
pipe system, gears and other 
mechanical features in detail.

Engine and carburetors
The engine is reproduced down 
to the smallest detail, from 
carburetors to spark plug tubes.

An authentic  
competition  
prototype

1:81:8    
SCALESCALE

NOTE: The images shown here correspond to the prototype and may 
undergo some variation with respect to the original model.



Build an exceptional  
scale model step by step.  
Marvel at its realism and  
quality in details.  

Ford GTFord GT

Made of metal and die-cast, this extraordinary scale model 
will delight all modeling enthusiasts, from beginners to the 
most experienced.

51 cm (20 in)

Pu
bl

ish
er

’s 
no

te
: T

he
 p

ub
lis

he
rs 

re
se

rv
e t

he
 ri

gh
t t

o 
m

od
ify

 th
e c

ha
ra

cte
ris

tic
s a

nd
 se

llin
g 

pr
ice

 o
f t

he
 co

lle
cti

on
 co

m
po

ne
nt

s o
ve

r t
he

 co
ur

se
 o

f t
he

 co
lle

cti
on

, if
 m

ar
ke

t 
cir

cu
m

sta
nc

es
 so

 re
qu

ire
. P

ro
du

ct 
in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r a
du

lts
. T

he
 im

ag
es

 sh
ow

n 
he

re
 m

ay
 u

nd
er

go
 so

m
e v

ar
iat

io
n 

wi
th

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
th

e fi
na

l m
od

el.
 M

od
el 

fo
r c

ol
lec

to
rs.

  
No

t r
ec

om
m

en
de

d 
fo

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
un

de
r 1

4 
ye

ar
s o

ld
. N

ot
 a

 to
y.

 LENGTH: 51 cm (20 in)
  HEIGHT: 12.8 cm (5 in)

       WIDTH: 22.2 cm (8.7 in) 
             WEIGHT: approx. 8 kg (17.6 lb)

METALLIC PAINT 
METALLIC PAINT 

METAL BODYWORK
METAL BODYWORK

Ford GT
Build your own

A legend of the competition

l � Static scale model with metal and die-cast bodywork
l � Headlamps and brake lamps light up
l � Steering wheel with movement in the wheels
l � Engine sound 
l � Doors and hood with opening and closing mechanisms
l � Faithful, detailed reproduction of the original engine
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FORD GT - STEP BY STEP

8 9

THE RIGHT FRONT WHEEL

Note: The image shown is of a prototype.

VIEW OF THE PARTS ON THE MODEL

STEP 2-5 
Place disc brake part 2 (2E), 
onto disc brake part 1, as 
shown.

STEP 2-8 
Turn the entire assembly 
over and secure the 
brake to the wheel with 
a FD02 screw.

STEP 2-9 
Place the wheel nut (2H) in the 
center hole of the wheel, over 
the screw. It is magnetic, so it will 
be held in position.

STEP 2-10 
Here is how the right wheel 
assembly should look from 
both sides with the disc brake 
incorporated at the end of this 
stage.

STEP 2-6 
Place the brake caliper (2F) 

over brake discs 1 and 2. Secure 
with an FD01 screw (inset).

STEP 2-7 
Place the brake 
assembly inside 

the wheel, 
inserting the 

axle of the brake 
into the hole in 

the center of the 
wheel. Align the 
lug indicated on 

the wheel (2B) 
with the slot in 
the brake disc.

2-D

2-E

2-F

 2-7 

FD01

FD02

STEP

assembly should look from 
both sides with the disc brake 
incorporated at the end of this 
stage.

slot

lug

2-E
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The carefully illustrated installments in the collection will allow  
you to discover the legendary Ford GT’s history, from the earliest  

stages of its development to the races where it carved out its  
impressive track record.

THE FORD GT:  
ENDURANCE  
AND SPEED

Throughout this project, you will learn  
about the Ford GT racing car’s evolution in 
depth, including the road-certified version  
and its two successors, the 2004 and 2016 
Ford GTs.

In addition, you will discover this legendary  
car’s rivals, along with the history of the 
golden years of endurance racing in the  
1960s and 1970s. This was when the major 
brands fought for glory in events like the  
24 Hours of Le Mans.

Relive the legendary Ford GT's  
finest moments in competition

EASY ASSEMBLY INCLUDING  
STEP-BY-STEP  
INSTRUCTIONS

• Each installment gives you simple, clear instructions. 
They are accompanied by photos that help you at every 
stage of assembly.

• Detailed explanations and useful tips help you build 
your Ford GT scale model.

• Pre-formed parts that come ready to be installed 
guarantee you will assemble each element perfectly, 
ensuring you will attain a model worthy of the finest 
modelers.

FORD GT - STEP BY STEP
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THE RIGHT FRONT WHEEL

Note: The image shown is of a prototype.
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'EL CAPO DELANTERO Y LOS FAROSEL CAPO DELANTERO Y LOS FAROSEL CAPO DELANTERO Y LOS FAROS

2-A Wheel outer

2-B  Wheel center with six spokes

2-C Wheel inner

2-D Disc brake part 1

2-E Disc brake part 2

2-F Brake caliper

2-G Brake cooling tube socket

2-H Wheel nut

2-I FD01 screws 2.3 x 4 mm

2-J FD02 screws 2.3 x 3 mm 
Ø 5 mm

2-K FP01 screws 2.3 x 4 mm

STEP 2-1 
Align the holes 

in the wheel 
center (2B) with 

the corresponding 
pins in the wheel 

outer (2A). Carefully 
place the wheel 

center into position.

STEP 2-2 
Lay the wheel 

inner (2C) over 
the wheel center, 
placing the posts 

onto the pins 
projecting through 

the holes of the 
center.

STEP 2-3 
Place the brake cooling tube socket (2G) into the 
corresponding hole of disc brake part 1 (2D). These 
parts can only � t together in one orientation due to 
the notches.

STEP 2-4 
Secure the cooling tube socket 
from behind with an FP01 screw.

The right 
front wheel

2-A
2-B

2-C

2-D

2-E

2-H
2-G

2-F

PARTS INCLUDED IN INSTALLMENT 2

STEP 2-3 

STEP 2-4 

To help you assemble this model, this installment 
includes a screwdriver of the correct size for the screws 
used. You will not need any other tools.

2-B

2-B

2-C

2-D

2-G

2-G

2-G

FP01

2-A

2-A

pin

hole

pin

hole

notch notch

FD01

FD02

FP01

2-D

Note: The appearance of the pieces you see in these pages may vary slightly from the physical pieces included in this installment.
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Receive these  
magnificent gifts*

Receive these three fabulous posters 
showing famous moments in the Ford 
GT’s history. 
Dimensions: approx. 40 x 30 cm (15.7 x 11.8 in).

1st gift

2nd gift

4th gift

3rd gift

1966 Ford GT MKII
A 1:43 scale replica of the Ford GT that 
made history by ending Ferrari’s hegemony, 
winning the 24 Hours of Le Mans in Ford’s 
famous 1966 hat-trick.

A miniature of the Ford GT that confirmed Ford’s dominance 
over Ferrari in 1967. It is also the car of all the Ford GTs that 
completed the longest lap of the Sarthe circuit.

1967 Ford GT MKIV

5th gift

An exclusive display case! Elegant, light and 
very tough, this is an essential accessory. 
You can admire your Ford GT scale model 
in this case, while keeping  
it safe from dust and dirt. 
Dimensions: approx. 73 x 28 x 34 cm (29 x 11 x 13 in).  
The display case is delivered empty.

Display case

The images shown here may vary slightly from the final ones. If these gifts are sold out, they will be replaced by others of equal or greater value.
*See the full conditions on deagostini.com

Three prints  
ready to frame

A beautiful mug displaying 
your Ford GT’s colors, 
exclusively for collectors.

The official mug  
of the collection

1 : 431 : 43    
SCALE

1 : 431 : 43    
SCALE

1 : 81 : 8    
SCALE

LENGTH: 73 CM (29 IN) 

sustituir por 
páginas en inglés 5

PASSION FOR SPEED

4

and Carrol Shelby, a former driver 
and Ford partner on the Cobra proj-
ect, joined the development team. 
The remaining team member was 
Eric Broadley, owner of the small ar-
tisanal British racing car fi rm Lola. 
Broadley had developed a mid-en-
gined vehicle, the Lola GT, which 
would serve as the inspiration for 
the Ford model.
The GT was fi nally developed in Great 
Britain, in Lola’s workshops. The chas-
sis, made of reinforced steel, was ex-
tremely rigid and was completed 
with a body that had been studied in 
the Detroit wind tunnel. It had a 
new 4.2-liter light-alloy V8 engine 
built in the United States.
After multiple tests, with the decision 
made also to build the GT as a pro-
duction car, the fi nal model was pre-
sented to the public in two events, 24 
hours apart in London and New York 
on April 1 and 2, 1964. The only car 
fi nished fl ew from one city to the 

other and returned to Great Britain in 
48 hours. On April 18 it participated 
in the training sessions prior to the 
24 Hours of Le Mans and on June 21, 
three units were ready to start at Le 
Mans. None of the three fi nished the 
race, but the challenge was on. The 
GT took two years to achieve its 
goal and then, as Henry Ford had de-
manded in his day, it humiliated the 
Ferraris.

Ford GT: The birth of a myth 

Eric Broadley, owner of Lola, was commissioned to build the car in his workshops. 
Lunn trusted him for his previous work on mid-engined vehicles.

One of the three GTs that participated, without much luck, in the 1964 edition of 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. With the number 12, this prototype driven by British driver 

Richard Atwood and Frenchman Jo Schlesser dropped out on lap 58.

The � rst prototype of the car as it 
was presented to the international 
press in London and New York 
in 1964. Its nose would undergo 
major modi� cations in the � nal 
model.

The Ford GT was a racing car designed 
and developed in Great Britain.

The Ford GT was born to defeat the Ferraris at Le Mans. 
The Italian brand prevailed in the classic French race 
between 1960 and 1965. That last year it ruthlessly 
defeated the Fords, but this was the last time it did so. 
The GTs consecutively won the 1966, 1967, 1968 and 
1969 editions of the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
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would retain 90% of the shares and 
management. At the last moment, 
the Italian industrialist, jealous of his 
independence, broke an agreement 
that was practically closed. The fol-
lowing day, an angry Henry Ford cre-
ated the Ford Special Vehicles divi-
sion with the sole objective of 
developing a racing car capable not 
only of defeating but also of humili-
ating Ferrari in the sports car race, 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

THE GENESIS OF THE GT
So the Ford GT was born. It was a 
mid-engine two-seater racing car, 
developed in Great Britain with fac-
tory support. Roy Lunn, a British de-
signer who had moved to Detroit in 
1958 and designed the Mustang I, 
a mid-engined concept car, was one 
of the project leaders. Ray Geddes, a 
lawyer with team management skills, 

compete internationally and began 
supporting different sports activities. 
The most striking was the agreement 
with Carroll Shelby to develop, build 
and sell the Cobra, a two-seater 
open-top roadster developed by the 
British fi rm AC that was powered by 
a Ford V8 engine.

THE NON-AGREEMENT 
WITH FERRARI
Meanwhile, Ford was looking to 
complete its offering with high-end 
products, and to do so, decided to 
buy a European luxury car company. 
The American brand reached an 
agreement with Ferrari by way of 
which two companies would be cre-
ated, one called Ford-Ferrari, in 
charge of developing and marketing 
street models in which Ford would 
have a 90% stake and all the deci-
sion-making power, and another 
called Ferrari-Ford, dedicated to rac-
ing models, of which Enzo Ferrari 

Ford GT: The birth of a myth 

Roy Lunn, the key developer in charge of the GT project, poses 
next to the car. Lunn was British and decided to rely on the 

industry of his home country to develop the car.

WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN IF...

In 1963 Carroll Shelby signed an agreement with Ford to build and market the 
Cobra. Years later, he also participated in developing the GT40. In the image, 
during the 1964 24 Hours of Le Mans.

Henry Ford decided to develop a car 
capable of beating the Ferraris.

The GT’s � rst prototype was presented to the public at two events on 
consecutive days in London and New York. In the image, during the 
loading process onto the plane that carried it to the United States.

This is the question most often asked by fans regarding Ford’s 
frustrated Ferrari purchase. In 1963, the Italian brand needed 
the support of a large manufacturer in order to progress in the 
world of competition. Enzo Ferrari, who only manufactured 
sports cars to � nance his racing projects, knew that Ford was 
the ideal partner. Henry Ford, who admired Ferraris, saw in the 
Italian brand an excellent purchase that would enable him to 
enter the sports car market with a consolidated image. Ford and 
Ferrari, however, both had strong personalities. The Italian was 
none too happy when Ford sent an army of lawyers to assess the 
brand’s price and discuss each of the points in the agreement. 
It was said that, in a conversation with Don Frey, a key Ford 
employee, Enzo Ferrari asked what would happen if he wanted 
to participate, for example, in the Indianapolis 500 and Ford 
believed that it was not appropriate to do so. Frey replied that 
he would not participate. Ferrari ended the conversation and 
broke the agreement. Then, before selling the brand to Fiat, 
Ferrari tried twice to resume negotiations, but both times met 
with a resounding refusal from Henry Ford. 

01_Ford GT_COMP_USA.indd   2-301_Ford GT_COMP_USA.indd   2-3 14/12/21   21:1014/12/21   21:10

PASSION FOR SPEED

1

The � rst Ford GT in its � nal version. This car was very 

low-slung, featuring a nose that would be tweaked 

prior to the model’s commercial launch.

B 
y the mid-1960s, the US 

generation born after World 

War II, known as “baby 

boomers”, had reached the age of 

buying their fi rst automobile. The 

country’s buoyant situation, with a 

network of newly built highways, 

the booming economy and cheap 

gasoline pushed young people to 

buy an auto and enjoy the freedom 

of movement that cars guaranteed. 

In this context, the fi rst affordable 

sports models were born, the so-

called “pony cars”, of which the 

Ford Mustang was the strongest ex-

ponent.

This new generation of customers, 

enthusiastic about motor racing, 

were highly sensitive to the sporting 

achievements of brands. Lee Iacocca, 

at the time Ford CEO, and Henry Ford 

II himself gave the green light to a 

new marketing strategy, which could 

be summed up by the phrase “win 

on Sunday and sell on Monday”, re-

ferring to the increase in sales that 

sporting successes provided. So, in 

1963, Ford approved a budget to 

The Ford GT was a 

racing car created with 

the idea of beating 

Ferrari in the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans. It did so 

in 1966, two years 

after its career debut.

Ford GT : 

The birth of a myth
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